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Professor Roy T. Tsao
Department of Political Science, Brooklyn College
email: rtsao.brooklyn@gmail.com
office: 2157 Boylan Hall
POLS 3443 - M6 (42522)
James 3613 Mon 6:05pm - 8:35pm

POLITICS OF FEAR

Course Description
This course addresses fundamental and perennial issues of political theory, through an investigation of
ways in which various forms of fear - and ideas about fear - operate in political life. The first part of the
course will provide a grounding for theoretical reflection through the reading of three of the most
important and influential Western political thinkers: Thucydides, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Thomas
Hobbes. In the latter part of the course, we will turn our attention to two works of modern literary fiction:
Joseph Conrad’s short novel The Secret Agent, concerned with a terrorist bombing in London at the
start of the 20th century, and Victor Serge’s The Case of Comrade Tulayev, and Victor Serge’s The
Case of Comrade Tulayev, a novel set in the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin, at the height of the
period known to historians as the Great Terror. Our study of these works will be supplemented with a
selection of (short) additional readings dealing with issues of contemporary political interest.
Course Requirements & Grading
Regular attendance is required in order to obtain a passing grade in this course; students are expected
to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings for the week, and to take active part in
discussion. Written work will consist in two take-home midterms and a take-home final exam.
Course grades will be assessed on the following basis:
Attendance: 10%
Class Participation: 20%
Midterm 1: 20%
Midterm 2: 20%
Final Exam: 30%
Texts:
The following required texts have been ordered for purchase through the online Brooklyn College
Bookstore (Akademos):
• Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, trans. Rex Warner (Penguin)
• Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, trans. Bonadella (Oxford)
• Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Mansfield (Chicago)
• Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Broadview)
• Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent (Penguin)
• Victor Serge, The Case of Comrade Tulayev (NY Review Books)
Additional short readings, on issues of topical and contemporary interest, will be made available
electronically via Blackboard, or distributed in class.
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Course Policies
Electronic Devices
In order to sustain a vital and dynamic classroom experience, the use of laptops, tablets, smartphones, or
other electronic devices will not be permitted during class periods. Extensive experience shows that the
seeming inconvenience ins this is more than outweighed by the compensating gains in students’ greater
capacity for concentrated attention and engagement in conversation.
Attendance & Punctuality
1. Regular & punctual attendance is a requirement for this course. After the end of the course
enrollment period, students are permitted up to 3 absences with no penalty to their course grade,
provided that this includes no more than 2 missed classes in a row, or the date of a scheduled midterm
exam. Any absences above this limit, regardless of the reason, will result in the lowering of the
student’s course grade by one degree (e.g., from B to B-) for every session missed. A student who is
absent for 3 or more consecutive sessions will be marked as withdrawn from the course. Students who
are absent for foreseeable reasons are expected to notify the instructor in advance.
2. Class sessions will start promptly at the start of the regular period. Any student who is not present
when attendance is taken at the start of the class will be marked late. After the second occurrence, late
arrivals will be counted as absences.
Office Hours
My weekly office hour for this course will be held on Mondays from 2:15 pm to 3:15 pm, in 2157 Boylan
Hall. Please feel free to drop by during that hour as often as you like over the semester; there’s no
need to make an appointment in advance. In the event that I’m obliged to modify the designated hour
due to scheduling conflicts, a notice to that effect will be posted on Blackboard. RT

COURSE SCHEDULE (tentative)
Note: The following schedule lists only the assignments from the principal texts for this course.
Additional topical readings will be posted on Blackboard, or else distributed in class. The schedule is
subject to modification as the semester proceeds.
Aug 28: introductory session
[Sept 4: no class]
Sept 11: Thucydides, Peloponnesian War
Bk. 1: secs. 1-88, 118-125, 139-146 [Penguin ed., pp. 35-87, 103-108, 118-123]
Bk. 2: secs. 1-65 [pp. 124-164]
Bk. 3: secs. 69-85 [pp. 236-45]
Sept 18: Thucydides, Peloponnesian War
Bk. 3, secs. 1-28, 36-50 [pp. 194-208, 212-223]
Bk. 5, secs. 84-116 [pp. 400-8]
Bk. 6, secs. 1-52, 60-1, 88-105 [pp. 409-42, 447-9, 465-77]
Sept 25: Thucydides, Peloponnesian War
Bk. 7 [pp. 478-537]
Bk. 8, secs. 1-6, 45-98 [pp. 538-42, 562-99]
Take-Home Midterm 1 due Friday, Sept. 29
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Oct 2: Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy
Pref., Bk. I, chs. 1-7, 9-10, 16-18, 21, 26-7, 29, 33, 46, 53, 55, 58
Bk. II, chs. 1-2, 14-15
[Oct 9: no class]
Oct 16: Machiavelli, The Prince
[entire]
Oct 23: Hobbes, Leviathan
[Author’s] Introduction; Part I: chs. 4-6, 10-15; Pt. II: 17-18
Oct 30: Hobbes, Leviathan
Part II: chs. 19-21, 26-31
Take-Home Midterm 2 due Friday, Nov 3

Nov 6: Conrad, The Secret Agent
chs. 1-7
Nov 13: Conrad, The Secret Agent
chs. 8-13
Nov 20: Serge, The Case of Comrade Tulayev
chs. 1-4
Nov 27: Serge, The Case of Comrade Tulayev
chs. 5-7
Dec 4: Serge, The Case of Comrade Tulayev
chs. 8-10
Dec. 11: concluding session
[reading assignment to be announced]

Take-Home Final Exam due Monday, Dec. 18

